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Newman University is a Catholic university named for John Henry Cardinal Newman and 
founded by the Adorers of the Blood of Christ for the purpose of empowering graduates to 


transform society. 
 
Founded: 1933. 
 
Location: Main campus in Wichita, Kan. Outreach sites in eastern and western Kansas, Colorado 
Springs, Colo., and Tulsa and Oklahoma City, Okla. 
 
Affiliation: The university is a sponsored ministry of the Adorers of the Blood of Christ, United States 
Region, whose congregation was founded in Italy in 1834 by Saint Maria De Mattias, an outstanding 
educator. 
 
Average Annual Enrollment: 2,200 students from across the United States and around the world. 
 
Accreditation: Accreditation by the Higher Learning Commission, a commission of the North Central 
Association of Colleges and Schools. 
 
Financial Aid and Scholarships: 
 Close to 99 percent of 2009-10 incoming full-time freshman students received some sort of financial 


assistance from Newman University in the form of grants, scholarships and work-study programs. A 
full 100 percent received financial aid from Newman and other sources. 


 Newman offers financial aid to adult and transfer students, including a $3,000 scholarship (disbursed 
over two years) to any student who completes an associate degree at a community college in Kansas, 
Colorado, Missouri, Nebraska, Oklahoma or Texas. 


 Newman is a participant in the Yellow Ribbon GI Education Enhancement Program, which allows 
qualified veterans, active-duty personnel and family members to attend Newman at little or no cost. 


 
Academic Programs: More than 40 undergraduate and graduate degree programs. 
 
Student-Faculty Ratio: 14 students to 1 faculty. Average class size is 14-20. 
 
Clubs and Activities: More than 30 campus clubs and student organizations including leadership 
opportunities and service learning activities. 
 
Athletics: Newman is the only private university in Kansas that is a member of the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association (NCAA), Division II. Newman fields NCAA intercollegiate teams in: 
 Men’s: baseball, basketball, cross country, golf, soccer, tennis, wrestling 
 Women’s: basketball, cross country, golf, soccer, softball, tennis, volleyball 
 







Newman also has men’s and women’s bowling teams that compete in national conferences including 
College Bowling USA and the United States Bowling Congress (which is officially recognized by the 
U.S. Olympic Committee). 
 
Study Abroad: Newman offers study abroad programs in England, the Netherlands, Ireland, Italy, 
Spain, and Latin America. 
 
Volunteer/Service Work: 
 Newman students contribute thousands of hours of volunteer service work each year. 
 Newman is the only four-year university in Wichita named to the 2009 national President’s Higher 


Education Community Service Honor Roll for its exemplary service to America’s communities 
 
 


For more information about Newman University go to www.newmanu.edu. 








Newman University History 
  
The origins of Newman University reach back to 1834, when St. Maria De Mattias founded 
the Adorers of the Blood of Christ (ASC) in Acuto, Italy. Following the example of Maria, 
the Adorers provided education to women and the disadvantaged, and the order quickly 
spread. Some of the sisters, who were the object of religious persecution in Germany, came 
to the United States and settled near St. Louis. 
 
In 1901 the sisters purchased a six-acre “country estate” near Sheridan and McCormick 
Streets owned by the Most Rev. J.J. Hennessy, then bishop of Wichita, with the plan of 
opening a school. In 1902, the sisters arrived in Wichita and established St. John’s Institute, 
a boarding school for girls and, one year later, for boys. The sisters later created a high 
school, St. John’s Academy, which was renamed Sacred Heart Academy in 1945. 
 
In the 1920s, a growing demand in the area for state-certified teachers led to the formation 
of the Sisters College of the Diocese of Wichita, a branch of the Municipal University of 
Wichita (now Wichita State University). The arrangement lasted five years, and in 1933 
Mother Beata Netemeyer, the first provincial of the Wichita Adorers, established Sacred 
Heart Junior College. Rev. Leon McNeill, superintendent of Catholic education for the 
Wichita Diocese, served as the first president. 
 
The college officially opened on Sept. 12, 1933, with “no personnel, no finances and very 
limited facilities” in the depths of the Great Depression. Despite facing many obstacles, the 
college steadily developed, training the sisters as teachers and later educating lay women in 
teacher education, nursing, secretarial science and home economics. The first graduating 
class of 1935 numbered 17. 
 
By the 1950s, Sacred Heart had expanded its curriculum, degree offerings and faculty, and 
the college became a four-year institution. Men were admitted to the college in 1958 but 
could enroll only in evening courses and summer sessions. 
 
In the 1960s, Sacred Heart became coeducational, entered intercollegiate athletics and 
received accreditation from the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. The campus also grew with the construction of a science building and two 
residence halls. 
 
In 1973 the college’s name was changed to Kansas Newman College to reflect the continued 
growth of the institution and range of educational programs, and to honor John Henry 
Cardinal Newman, the 19th century theologian and scholar known for his writings on the 
liberal arts and education. Through the 1970s many new programs were introduced, 
including women’s intercollegiate athletics and a nursing degree program. 
 
In the 1990s, the college staged two successful capital campaigns to raise funds for much-
needed new buildings containing classrooms, athletics facilities and the fine arts. With the 
growth in campus facilities, enrollment, student services and more health care and business 
academic programs relevant to community needs, the institution changed its name in July 
1998 to Newman University.  
 
Today, Newman offers more than 40 undergraduate and seven graduate programs and serves 
an average of more than 2,200 students. In addition to the Wichita campus, Newman offers 







academic programs in western and southeastern Kansas, Colorado Springs, Colo., and Tulsa 
and Oklahoma City, Okla. Recent additions to the Newman Wichita campus are a world-
class academic, social and cultural center – the Dugan Library and Campus Center – as well 
as two new residence facilities. 
 
 
College and University Presidents 1933 – 2008 
 
Rev. Leon A. McNeill, M.A. (Sacred Heart Junior College, 1933-1946) 
Rev. Charles A. Smith, M.A. (Sacred Heart Junior College, 1946-1950) 
Rev. Edward P. McCarthy, C.PP.S., M.A. (Sacred Heart College, 1950-1954) 
Mary Hilary Yoggerst, ASC, Ad.PP.S., Ph.D. (Sacred Heart College, 1954-1961) 
Sylvia Gorges, ASC, M.D.Ed. (Sacred Heart College, 1961-1971) 
Rev. Roman S. Galiardi, O.S.B., J.C.D. (Sacred Heart College, Kansas Newman College, 
1971-1982) 
Robert J. Giroux, Ph.D. (Kansas Newman College, 1982-1989). 
Timothy Duszynski, D.A. (Kansas Newman College, 1989-1990) 
Tarcisia Roths, ASC, Ph.D. (Kansas Newman College, Newman University, 1991-2000) 
Aidan O. Dunleavy, Ph.D. (Newman University, 2000 -2006) 
Noreen M. Carrocci, Ph.D. (Newman University, 2007-    ) 





